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Abstract:

The global landscape is witnessing a dangerous escalation in the role of
non-state armed groups, including mercenaries, militias, and paramilitary
organizations. These entities exploit security vacuums and weak governance
in fragile regions to wage proxy wars, threatening stability and deepening

political and sectarian divisions. This research aims to describe these actors,
particularly mercenaries and private military companies like Wagner and
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Blackwater, and to analyze their motivations in fueling conflicts. It also seeks
to uncover the negative impacts of their activities on fragile regional stability.
The study's objective is to understand the complex mechanisms that transform
local disputes into comprehensive regional crises, and to offer practical
solutions for enhancing stability. The research addresses core questions
regarding the main drivers of these groups, how their negative effects
manifest, and what the most effective strategies are to counter their
destructive role. The study emphasizes that mercenarism is an international
crime under international law, stressing the necessity of strengthening
national and international legislation, activating judicial and security
cooperation, and combating media disinformation. The summary concludes
that mercenaries and non-state actors pose a significant challenge, one that
demands a collective response to ensure global security and stability.
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